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 JANNA MARTIN, PhD candidate 
janna@communitybasedresearch.ca 
Guelph, ON 

 
 

HIGHLIGHT OF QUALIFICATIONS 

• Over 7 years of experience designing and conducting qualitative, arts-based, and mixed-methods research, 
(co)authoring 20+ reports and meaningfully engaging diverse communities. 

• An interdisciplinary scholar, crossing boundaries in the social sciences, peace and conflict studies, and 
settler colonial studies with a focus on equity, diversity, inclusion, and decolonization. 

• Beyond research reports and peer-reviewed articles, Janna has led knowledge mobilization outputs such as 
community forums, community playwriting, photovoice, podcasts, infographics, and website design. 
 

EDUCATION 

2022-2026 - PhD Candidate, Social Practice and Transformational Change, University of Guelph 

2020-2022 - Certificate in Non-Profit Management, Simon Fraser University 

2016-2018 - Master of Peace and Conflict Studies, Conrad Grebel University College, University of Waterloo 

2011-2015 - Bachelor of Arts (Honours), Major in Sociology, Providence University College 

 

NOTABLE AWARD 

2024-
2026 

Canadian Graduate Scholarship, Doctoral Award, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada 
 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE  

2025-
Present 
 
 
 
2018 -
2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Researcher, Centre for Community Based Research 

• Lead proposal development  

• Supervise a full-time researcher 

• Continue responsibilities (listed below)  
 
Researcher, Centre for Community Based Research 

• Write research proposals and design/conduct qualitative and mixed-method research 
including interviews, focus groups, surveys, and photovoice 

• Co-facilitate training workshops on community-based research and evaluation 

• Lead projects and mentor team members  

• Facilitate meetings with research partners  

• Co-authored 20+ research and evaluation reports  

• Mobilize knowledge by designing infographic summary reports and presenting findings in 
community forums and at steering committee meetings 
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2022-
Present 
 

Project Coordinator, “Where the Rivers Meet: Decolonizing the place narratives of Guelph” 

• Through a GRA position, I act as project coordinator for a SSHRC Insight Grant 

• Collaborate with a team of Indigenous and non-Indigenous researchers, artists, and 
storytellers to investigate the Indigenous story of Guelph 

• Co-curate an exhibition (in progress) at the Guelph Civic Museum that centers 
Indigenous narratives 

 
2024 
 

Independent Researcher 

• SSHRC Explore Grant – Exploring the interplay of long-term settler activist narratives 
and reconciliation discourse in post-TRC initiatives 

• Conduct an environmental scan and co-author an article (in progress) 
 

2018- 
2022 

Membership and Communications Coordinator, Community Based Research Canada 

• Design and disseminate national communication pieces on community-based research 

• Co-created a national membership strategy to engage 30+ members (universities, colleges, 
institutes, and organizations) and increase new memberships 

• Plan and facilitate monthly community of practice meetings with community-based 
researchers across Canada 
 

2021 Independent Researcher  

• SSHRC Explore Grant – Afro-Iraqi Cultural Heritage 

• Collaborated with the Principal Investigator to secure the grant, design the study and 
tools, submit the ethics application, and conduct data analysis 

 
2018 Social Enterprise Assistant, Mennonite Central Committee Ontario (MCCO) 

• Co-created a Social Enterprise Strategy for 6 thrift stores across Southern Ontario, including 
campaign development and implementation  

• Facilitated communication between thrift stories to coordinate inventory sharing to meet 
local market needs  

• Performed research on upcycling to support stores to branch into new markets  
 

 Research Assistant, York University and MCCO  

• Worked with a team of academic and community researchers exploring Refugee Newcomer 
Sponsorship and Social Inclusion 

• Invited participants to focus groups and assisted with logistics 
 

2017-
2018 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Research Assistant, University of Waterloo 

• Successfully granted 3 research assistant contracts  

• Compiled 2 annotated bibliographies  

• Analyzed survey data and wrote a technical report summarizing Conrad Grebel 
undergraduate demographics, campus experiences, and academic success  
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

2025 Sessional Lecturer, Renison University College 

• Taught the undergraduate course in Social Development Studies, “SDS322: Community 
Engagement and Social Development” 
 

2025 Co-Instructor, Centre for Community Based Research 

• Co-taught the course, “Community-Based Evaluation” in the Certificate Program for 
Community Based Research which is offered in conjunction with Conrad Grebel University 
College and the University of Waterloo 

• Facilitated 15 hours of synchronous online sessions with adult learners 
 

2021 Teaching Assistant, University of Waterloo  

• Gave guest lectures for the Masters-level course, Special Topics: Research for Social Action  

• Marked graduate student assignments and provided constructive feedback to support 
student learning and academic success  

 

PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 

2025 
 

Martin, J., Janzen, R., Switzer, S., Sadati, H. McMurtry, L., De Souza, D. (under review). Assessing 
Equity: Systemic evaluations of community-based research programs. Engaged Scholar 
Journal.  

 

 
Martin, J. (2025). Unsettling public history: a promising methodology for settler decolonization. 

Settler Colonial Studies. 1-25. https://doi.org/10.1080/2201473X.2025.2504788. 
 

2023 Martin, J. (2023). 'This Land is Ours': Investigating settler narratives in Ontario Swiss-Mennonite 
plays. Journal of Mennonite Studies. 41(1), 109-127. 

 

RESEARCH REPORTS  

2025 
 

Martin, J., Asmi, S., Neufeldt, R., Janzen, R., (2025). Polarization in Grebel Residence Community? 
Waterloo, ON. Centre for Community Based Research. 

 
2024 
 

Martin, J., Rudy-Froese, M., Weber, L., Strathdee, K., & Janzen, R. (2024). Youth Engagement in 
Mennonite Church Eastern Canada (MCEC) Churches. Waterloo, ON. Centre for Community 
Based Research. 

 
2023 
 

Martin, J., Taha, D., DeSouza, D., Janzen, R., Arca, A. (2023). Rethinking How We Support Heritage in 
Waterloo Region: A strategic program review of the Waterloo Regional Heritage Foundation. 
Waterloo: ON: Centre for Community Based Research. 

Martin, J., Dueck, C., Janzen, R., Durant, K., Peronto, C. (2023). Developing an Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion Strategy at Canadian Mennonite University. Waterloo, ON: Centre for Community 
Based Research.  
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Martin, J., Isaqzai, S., Areguy, F., & Janzen, R. (2023). CAPC/CPNP projects reflecting together: 
Promising adaptations and future directions toward equity, diversity, and inclusion. Waterloo, 
ON: Centre for Community Based Research. 

Dueck, C., Durant, K., Martin, J., & Janzen, R. (2023). Hold in Common Research Report. Centre for 
Community Based Research. Waterloo: ON. 

 
2022 
 

Martin J. and Janzen R. (May 2022). Guelph-Wellington Local Immigration Partnership Evaluation 
Framework. Centre for Community Based Research. Waterloo, ON. 

Wilson, R., Martin, J. Bowley, H. (2022). Organizational Review and Evaluation Framework for the 
MEHRIT Centre. Centre for Community Based Research. Waterloo, ON. 

 
2021 Martin, J., Dickson V., & Janzen, R. (2021). Guelph-Wellington Newcomer Youth Mental Health Study. 

Waterloo, ON: Centre for Community Based Research. 
Martin, J., Ochocka J., & Switzer S., (2021). Student Links Evaluation Report. Waterloo, ON: Centre for 

Community Based Research. 
Martin, J., Janzen, R., Charron, E., Freston, R., Bandabla, S., & Hassan, M. (2021). The Working 

Together Project: Year 3 evaluation report. Waterloo, ON: Centre for Community Based 
Research.  

Janzen, R., Martin J., Freston, R., & Knar Dodds, B. (2021). Mennonite Central Committee Ontario 
Inclusion Nexus: Design Phase Report. Waterloo, ON: Centre for Community Based Research. 

 
2020 Martin, J., Yessis, J., Janzen, R., & Johannesen, L. (2020). Paths to Support: Year 3 Evaluation Report. 

Waterloo, ON: Centre for Community Based Research. 
Martin, J., Dickson, V. & Ochocka, J. (2020). Food Banks Capacity Grants Summary Report. Waterloo, 

ON, Centre for Community Based Research 
Martin, J., Janzen R. (2020). New Canadian Youth Connections Program Evaluation: Year 2 Report. 

Waterloo, ON: Centre for Community Based Research.  
Martin, J., Janzen, R., Bandabla, S., & Hassan, M. (2020). The Working Together Project: Year 2 

Evaluation Report. Waterloo, ON: Centre for Community Based Research. 
Ochocka, J., Coburn, J & Martin, J. (2020). Review of Respite Services in Wellington-Dufferin. Centre for 

Community Based Research. Waterloo, ON 
Janzen, R. and Martin J. (December 2020). Hamilton Immigration Partnership Council Evaluation 

Framework 2021-2025. Centre for Community Based Research. Waterloo, ON. 
Ochocka, J., Sherry R., Janzen R., Notwell, J., & Martin, J. (2020). First Link Care Navigation Program: 

Evaluation Report Year 3. Waterloo, ON: Centre for Community Based Research. 
 

2019 Yessis, J., Janzen, R., McLean-Purdon, E., Yang, L., Martin J., &, Adams, M. (2019). Paths to Support: 
Year 2 Evaluation Report. Waterloo, ON: Centre for Community Based Research. 

Yessis, J., Janzen R., Martin, J., & Ochocka, J. (2019). Food Banks Canada’s Collaborative Evaluation for 
Collective Impact: Final Report. Waterloo, ON: Centre for Community Based Research.  

Enns, A., Janzen, R., Martin, J., Bandabla, S., & Hassan, M. (2019). The Working Together Project: Year 
1 Evaluation Report. Waterloo, ON: Centre for Community Based Research  

Martin, J., Janzen R. (2019). New Canadian Youth Connections Program Evaluation: Year 1 Evaluation 
Report. Waterloo, ON: Centre for Community Based Research.  

Janzen, R., Martin, J., Folkerts, K., & Dyck, J. (2019). Youth-Led Research in the Ann Viv Ansanm Project 
Haiti. Waterloo, ON: Centre for Community Based Research. 
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Janzen, R., Doung, L-T., Martin, J., Folkerts, K., & Dyck, J. (2019). Youth-Led Research Toolkit. An online 
resource featuring the Ann Viv Ansanm Project Haiti. Waterloo, ON: Centre for Community 
Based Research.  

 
Earlier Martin, J. 2017. A Waterloo Region Housing First Community Inclusion and Integration Assessment. 

Mennonite Central Committee Ontario. 
 

CREATIVE OUTPUTS 

2025 
 

Martin, J. & Janzen, R. (2025). Impact Evaluation & Needs Assessment Toolkit. Centre for Community 
Based Research. Waterloo, ON. https://general0747.wixsite.com/toolkit. 

 
Martin J. (Host). (2025, Apr 10). Equity and Accessibility in Participatory Visual Methods for Online 

Spaces: A conversation with April Bell and Keri-Lyn Durant [audio podcast episode]. In Let Me 
Just Share My Screen. Production by Janna Martin, Centre for Community Based Research and 
Trillium Health Partners. 

 
2024 Switzer, S. (Host). (2024, Dec 3). Sharing Our Work Online: A conversation with Casey Burkholder 

and Jean Breny [audio podcast episode]. In Let Me Just Share My Screen. Production by Janna 
Martin, Centre for Community Based Research and Trillium Health Partners. 

 
2023 A scene in a play titled, A Mohawk and Mennonite Storytelling, produced by the Grand River 

Community Play Project, funded by the Canadian Centre for Rural Creativity. 
 

2022 A digital story, Crumpling my Settler Narratives, in fulfillment of the PhD course, “Transformational 
Change Methodologies Lab”, University of Guelph. 

 
 

 CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

2025 
 

Sadati, S.M.H., Switzer, S., Fuentes-Aiello, K., Mansfield, E., Martin, J., & Brotman, A. (2025). From 
research to creation: Exploring arts-based approaches in community-based research through 
podcasts and infographics [conference presentation]. C2UExpo, Edmonton, AB, Canada. 

 
2024 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Martin, J. & Simmons, S. (2024). Being Mennonite on the Haldimand Tract: Practicing an “Ethics of 
Incommensurability” from Treaty Land. Eastern International Region of the American Academy 
of Religion. Toronto, Ontario. 

 
Martin, J. & Easby, A. (2024). How Can Graduate Student-Researchers become Storytellers? Teaching 

and Learning Innovations Conference, University of Guelph, Ontario. 
 
Martin, J., Janzen, R. & De Souza, D. (2024). Unsettling and Reorienting Organizational Practices: 

Engaging equity-deserving community voices in strategic program reviews. Canadian Evaluation 
Society. Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
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2023 
 

Martin, J. (2023). CAPC/CPNP Projects Reflecting Together: Promising adaptations and future 
directions toward equity, diversity, and inclusion. Ontario Network of CAPC/CPNP Online 
Conference. Ontario, Canada 

 
2022 
 
 
 
 

Martin, J. ’This Land is Ours’: Towards an Understanding of Mennonite and Amish Settler Colonial 
Myths. (May 2022). Indigenous-Mennonite Encounters in Time and Place. Conrad Grebel 
University College, Waterloo, ON. 

 
Ochocka, J., Martin, J., & Sarah , S. Community-Based Research Canada: Successes, tensions, and 

dilemmas. (June 2022). The Living Knowledge Conference. Groningen, the Netherlands. 
 
Sarah, S. & Martin, J. Community-Based Evaluation to Advance and Localize Sustainable Development 

Goals. (June 2022). The Living Knowledge Conference. Groningen, the Netherlands. 
 
 


